
 

FUTURE FOCUS 

SUSTAINABILITY 
STRATEGY



RING is seeking to accelerate sustainable 
research and innovation in the marine 
industry through the sourcing and practical 
application of new materials, approaches and 
technologies for our boat building projects.
 
The increasing global focus on sustainability 
has placed this subject at the heart of 
forward-looking businesses. Sustainable 
practices and products are in increasing 
demand from consumers and companies  
that wish to make a difference. Yet, as with  
all technologies, this takes time and 
resources to change.

However, the more the market and regulation 
demands these improvements, the sooner 
this positive change is going to happen. This 
is why RING are setting out their strategy to 
help accelerate that timeline towards a more 
sustainable marine future.
 
By researching more sustainable materials 
and processes and putting them into practice 
with our portfolio of products, we are looking 
to the future with a simple concept: why wait? 
Our intention is to help a more sustainable 
future happen sooner.

INTRODUCTION



Material and component 
selection

Researching, testing and introducing 
lower impact, recycled and recyclable 
raw materials and systems into  
marine products

Production efficiency

Reducing production waste and  
lowering emissions through innovation  
in processes and product design. 
Waste management 

Academic research

Funding and collaborating with  
university research projects into  
the marine application of new  
materials and processes

Collaborative innovation

Working directly with commercial  
partners on sustainability by jointly 
developing ideas to deliver  
continuous improvement

OVERVIEW
THE RING FUTURE FOCUS STRATEGY CONTAINS FOUR CORE ELEMENTS ACROSS 

THE DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF OUR PRODUCTS:



MATERIALS 
& COMPONENTS

We are aiming for a significant improvement in sustainable practices over the next year. Driven by research, 
we are unearthing new like minded partners and working with them to integrate new materials and 
components into existing designs.
 
This, by nature, is a staggered approach determined by when innovations are available. To accelerate the 
process, we look at every component in isolation, evaluating the quickest and safest route possible on the 
journey to improve sustainability.

Two examples are:

Reduction of non-recyclable material

We have introduced new core structures 
manufactured from recyclable honeycomb and  
recycled PET materials. This delivers similar  
properties to the hull structure while reducing  
the content of non-recyclable resin and fibre.  
These are early steps towards the goal of a 
sustainable GRP. There is a way to go, but the 
work so far has reduced the amount of resin and 
fibreglass required by 18% and 16% respectively. 

Waste Management

Our workshop employees strive to ensure the 
highest levels of material utilisation. In 2017,  
the Green Alliance conducted a study highlighting 
that, on average, almost one third of material used 
in composite manufacturing ended up as waste. 
Through the careful optimisation of our fabrics  
we have been able to utilise 97% of dry fabrics,  
and above 95% of cured laminates. The little 
waste we do produce is responsibly managed  
by the ISO14001 certified company Veolia.



EDUCATION  
& RESEARCH

Our first partnership is with Southampton 
University. We are working with the Marine 
Engineering department, where we currently 
have a Masters student running two 
projects exploring sustainability options  
for the marine industry. 

The projects are:
 
-  Investigation of sustainable manufacturing 
processes in relation to improving the 
production of high-performance craft.

-  Researching sustainable materials in 
relation to their strength, durability and 
reliability for use in high performance craft.

Each project aims to progress innovative 
new solutions that will exceed minimum 
industry standards. Work has just 
commenced with the initial research, 
evaluation and selection process, after 
which there will be a period of evaluation 
and physical analysis of the conceptual 
ideas followed, hopefully, by real, practical 
demonstration using RING powercraft.
 
This approach is all about doing something 
tangible and achievable within a sensible 
timeframe. 

Our partnership with Arksen has acted 
as a catalyst, providing the platform for 
innovation, and together we are actively 
seeking other educational facilities for  
similar projects.



PRODUCTION 
PROCESS

The quest for true sustainability requires a holistic approach, and we have improved our 
production process through reducing the amount of non-recyclable materials and improving 
process efficiencies. 

Examples of this are:

Emissions reductions

We have introduced low-fume resins into 
our processes, significantly reducing the 
emissions of dangerous and polluting particles 
that had previously been released. The 
installation of a large scale extraction system 
with a particle filtration provides additional 
protection for staff and the environment.  
Low styrene resins also reduce emissions into 
the atmosphere, not just inside the factory.

Sustainable construction

We have reduced the level of timber in our  
vessels for weight and fuel savings. However,  
we have continued to use the highest quality 
timber in our transoms, ensuring strength  
and the longevity of our vessels. We only  
select slow grown FSC certified timbers.



COLLABORATION
When striving for new sustainability goals, it’s 
important to evaluate the true green impact. 
This is about circular design…and that requires 
collaboration.
 
Can a component’s lifetime be extended and,  
if so, how can we achieve that? How can we 
ensure a recyclable product can actually be 
recycled cost effectively? What will a part’s  
next life be once it has reached the end of its  
use in this one?
 
Our general operating model is well suited to 
these challenges. We are dynamic and fresh 
thinking, flexible in our processes and capable  
of making change quickly. 

Our core objective is to be the partner of choice 
for innovative marine projects, and to select 
suitable collaborative projects that work towards 
innovation that is practically achievable.
 
For example, we are in discussions with an  
electric engine company for projects that 
can adapt current technologies into practical 
commercial and military applications. By learning 
from this process, we can then introduce these 
to our leisure and adventure ranges.

We welcome new approaches for projects  
which fit with our ambitions.



We all dream of a sustainable future, but we 
realize that to get there our first focus must  
be on what is practically achievable, right now.
 
We don’t deal in concepts; every one of our 
projects is built and launched. We don’t work 
with frameworks; we adopt and adapt. We plan 
to implement ISO 14001 and we also recognise 
some benefits in approaches such as the UK 
Marine Strategy 2050, NetZero 2030 and 
UN SDG15 2030, but our approach is more 
practical than driving toward a rubber stamp. 

Being a pioneer, however, is not without its 
challenges. Many materials are not approved 
by classification societies for marine use; 
many sustainable processes and materials are 
currently too expensive for commercial use.
Companies like Arksen, our partners in the 
Arksen 45 Project, show there is a vision for 
sustainability within the industry, one that is 
growing in prominence through every new vision, 
every conversation and every implementation. 
There is a will, and there is a demand. And by 
taking every actionable step forward, we can 
overcome these practical and economic angles 
to deliver a sustainable future.

SUMMARY


